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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1- 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cutler et 
al. (6,290,661). Cutler et al. discloses a massage machine which gives a massage to a 
user according to a massage program (see abstract), said massage machine including: 
a parameter changing means 12 (fig. 1) for inputting a change of a parameter of the 
massage program; a memory (fig. 3, col. 2, lines 61-65) for storing said change of the 
parameter inputted by said parameter changing means for each user; a user 
discrimination means (program A and B providing separate programs for two different 
users: his/her, col. 5, lines 14-17) for discriminating each user out of two users stored in 
said memory; a control means 14 (fig. 1) which reads out the change of the parameter 
corresponding to a user discriminated by said user discrimination means from said 
memory and executes the massage program according to the change of the parameter 
(col. 6, lines 13-25); wherein said memory comprises a first memory for temporarily 
storing the change of the parameter inputted by said parameter changing means during 
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execution of the massage program for a user, and a second memory for storing the 
change of the parameter stored in said first memory while making the change 
correspond to the user after completion of the massage program (col. 2, lines 61-65, 
col. 3, lines 4-6 and col. 7, lines 9-11); wherein said massage machine is a chair type 
massage machine 10 which has a backrest 22 (fig. 2) having a built-in massage unit 26 
which gives a massage movement (pulse or wave) to a user. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1, 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yuichi et al. (JP-2002-1 59550) in view of Kitawaki (6,980,234). Yuichi et al. discloses a 
massage machine which gives a massage to a user according to a massage program 
(see abstract), said massage machine including: a parameter changing means 4 (fig. 3) 
for inputting a change of a parameter of the massage program; a memory 6 (fig. 1) for 
storing said change of the parameter inputted by said parameter changing means for 
each user; a control means 3 (fig. 1) which reads out the change of the parameter from 
said memory and executes the massage program according to the change of the 
parameter ; wherein said massage machine is a chair type massage machine which 
has a backrest (fig. 2) having a built-in massage unit 2 which gives a massage 
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movement to a user; wherein the parameter of the massage program includes a 
massage unit position parameter concerning a position of the massage unit, said 
memory storing a change of the massage unit position parameter inputted by said 
parameter changing means for a user (see abstract); wherein the parameter of the 
massage program includes an angle parameter concerning a reclining angle of the 
backrest, said memory storing a change of the angle parameter inputted by said 
parameter changing means for a user, said control means reading the treatment 
position and the reclining angle stored in said memory and operating the treatment unit 
in that position and at the reclining angle (see abstract); except that it is silent regarding 
a user discrimination means for discriminating different users by a fingerprint. Kitawaki 
teaches (col. 25, lines 42-52) a fingerprint recognition system provided in a massage 
chair such that when a user touches the authentication section of the massage chair, 
the user setup data recording device send massage chair adjustment information, which 
is registered therein by the user to the massage chair as user setup data (fig. 38). The 
massage chair then adjusts the angle of a seatback, the operation time, massage type, 
strength and schedule on the basis of the received data for each user. As a result, the 
user can undergo massage with his or her favorite massage program. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention was 
made to modify the device in the Yuchi's reference, to include a fingerprint recognition 
system, as suggested and taught by Kitawaki, for the purpose of providing a 
discrimination means in order to identify a user who operates the massage device and 
execute different processes for respective user, thus obviating the need for user's 
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manual re-setup process every time the user re-uses the massage device (col. 1, lines 
48-54). 

Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Inada et al. and Nonoue et al. disclose a massage chair. 
Tuomela et al. teaches a fingerprint recognition system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Quang D. Thanh whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4982. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday & alternate Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Justine Yu can be reached on (571) 272-4835. The Central FAX phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 
273-8300 for all communications. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Patent Examiner 
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